Dec. 4, 2009
Dear St. Francis Xavier Families,

We have had a good week getting back into our routine after Thanksgiving Break. We were very blessed to
have Bishop Matano celebrate a Mass in our Church last evening. It was great to look around to see all the
supporting members of our community. Thank you to all the wonderful alter servers and community
members that helped make the Mass possible.

The Year of the Priest

We are sending home a list of the Vermont Seminarians currently studying to become priests. I know they
would appreciate our prayers, and letters of support and encouragement. Thank you!

Join us for Mass
The St. Francis Xavier School Community will be celebrating the Immaculate Conception with a school
Mass at 8am on Tuesday December 8, 2009. Come and celebrate with us!

Youth Sports

The Winooski Department of Recreation and Community Wellness is registering kids for winter basketball.
Registration forms are available with Ms. Nancy in the office, and they are due by Dec. 19"

Grades K-2: Fundamentals

Grades 3-4: Fundamentals and Scrimmages

Grades 5-6: Fundamentals and League Play

Contact Bob DiMasi at 655-1392 x12 or radimasi(@onioncity.com for more information.

Library News:

We have started this year’s Red Clover Award program (picture books) for Grades 1-3 and the Dorothy
Canfield Fisher Award program (chapter fiction and non-fiction) for Grades 4-8. Enthusiasm for both
these programs is running high thanks to our participation in them last year. Students in Grades 1-3 will be
introduced to 10 outstanding picture books during their library time over the course of the next few months
and vote for their favorite sometime next spring. Students in Grades 4-8 have been introduced to 30 various
noteworthy fiction and non-fiction books and, after reading at least five of them, will vote for their favorite
next spring. We have at least one copy, and some duplicates, of all the books from both programs; but if
you are visiting your local public library with your children, the DCF titles might be books to be looking for.

Lost Books: Our standard rule of thumb for checking books out is “two at a time.” (An exception is made
for additional books needed for class research projects.) If a student has not returned a book, we will give
them a month or two to try and find and return it. But that means one (or maybe two) less books a student
can check out until the missing book is accounted for. If, after two months of looking, a student can’t find a
book, we will mark it “Lost.” That means we will have to charge the family for the lost book at the end of
the year. But it also means the student can start checking out two books again. Do try to help your student
develop a special spot at home where library books are kept, preferably not in a regular household bookshelf
where it can easily “disappear.”  Some ideas are a bedside table or the family room coffee table. Often
these “lost” books do surface again, months later; be assured we will be happy to take them back at any time
and waive the book replacement fee.

After-School Library Hours: Mrs. Finn usually is in the library after school until at least 3 Mon-Thurs. If
your child needs to find or return a book, they should feel free to stop down after dismissal.
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A Benefit Concert

“Sing for Community”, the 5™ Annual Benefit Concert for Camp Ta-Kum-Ta, is being held at the South
Burlington High School Auditorium. The Champlain Echoes will perform on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 2:00pm. For
more information call 802-598-2447 or visit www.champlainechoes.org.

Student Council News

School Store

The Student Council has been responsible for the new and improved school store. The school store is open
on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday afternoons from 2:30 — 2:50. Popcorn is also available on Friday
afternoons.

7™ Grade News

The 7" grade studied Afghanistan for their International Night presentation. As part of our study, we
learned about Greg Mortensen. Mortensen raises money and builds schools in rural Afghanistan and
Pakistan. “Ignorance breeds hatred, and the simplest way to stop that is to educate kids,” he says. Through
his project Pennies for Peace he has built schools to educate more than 28,000 students. Why pennies? In
Pakistan and Afghanistan a penny will buy a pencil!

We are collecting money for Pennies for Peace. If anyone is interested you can contribute, too. Please send
your pennies or spare change to the 7" grade. We hope to send in our contribution before Christmas.

Development News
A few words from the sponsors of the annual fund:
Renew the Commitment

“George and I are honored to have been asked to Co-Chair the 2009-2010 Annual Fund. We are very pleased
that Monsignor Wendell Searles will join us as Honorary Co-Chair. We were asked to “renew our
commitment” to Saint Francis Xavier School and we gladly accepted.

In just a few days you will be receiving a letter requesting you to join us in renewing your commitment to our
school. Monsignor Lavalley once again leads the way by showing his own love for and commitment to our
school. Our pastor, for the second year in a row, is providing a $10,000 Challenge Grant from retirement
funds bequeathed to him by his late father, Mr. Harry A. Lavalley. Monsignor Lavalley is using those funds
he inherited to meet each donation, from now until the end of December, dollar for dollar, up to $10,000!
The money we raise is critical. Without donor support, Saint Francis cannot maintain and enhance its
programs, facilities, and, most importantly, provide the best Catholic education for our students.

We recognize our economy has put financial strain on many of our supporters. However, we are asking you
to “renew your commitment” to Saint Francis and give as generously as your circumstances will allow.
Thank you for you support.”

-George and Jacqueline Bouffard, Co-Chairs, 2009-2010 Annual Fund
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